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Facing the Future Like an Ant

“Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!
it has no commander, no overseer or ruler,
yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest.” Proverbs 16:6-8

When | read verses like those above,
I hear a call from God to: not be lazy,
stay motivated, and to plan for my
future. | grew up in a home where
laziness was the worst sin you could
commit. Oh the stories | could tell.
Then, the ant teaches us to save for
our future. You can't turn on the TV
or radio without hearing
advertisements from corporations
that are seeking to help us save and
grow our money to face the future.
Is there more we can learn from the
ant than hard work and saving up for
a rainy day?

| say “yes.” Have ever noticed what
Fire Ants do with their ant beds?
They just keep growing and growing.
Have you ever killed the ants on one
side of your driveway just to see
them come out the other side a week
later with a new bed? Have you ever
noticed a fire ant bed one day, and
noticed it three months later and
were amazed at how much larger it
was? God has put the instinct into
the Fire Ants to keep on growing
their colonies. | hate Fire Ants, so |
strive to keep them out of my yard.
Yes, | hate them due to childhood
traumas that | endured. | guess that
is why | noticed their propensity for
growth.

As individuals and as a church,

we must be ready for the future.
The future is coming whether we
are ready or not. | know that
sentence sounds silly, but many
struggle to be ready for the
future. The obvious question is
how. How does a church
prepare for the future? It goes
without saying that we must
work hard and save up for
unforeseen needs like the ant
does. Also, we must make

growth a priority for us as a

church. First, we must make
growing to become a regular
part of what we think and talk
about. Second, we must be
diligent to keep the quality up to
a premium level of everything
that we do. Then, we must
never lose sight of how we are
investing into the lives of people.
| think about Justin Danger
joining our church yesterday by
profession of faith and baptism.
That great moment would not
have happened if we aren’t
regularly investing in people.

Also, we are meeting with others
who know a great deal about growth
in churches like us. | will be sharing
tonight at the administrative council
and the whole church very soon
about taking steps to enter into the
Next Steps Process of self-discovery
and decision making. The Next
Steps Process is already helping
churches in our annual conference to
grow and be optimistic about their
future. Some of these churches that
have been helped had gotten to a
very difficult place. To hear the good
reports about these churches is
amazing to me. These are churches
that have struggled for years.

So, let's consider the ant and keep
growth to be a priority for us.

God Bless,
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